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Affinity Water & Cambridge Water Cover-Crop
Reverse Auction — Farmers Bid to Cut Nitrate

Reaching Chalk Aquifers (England)
PES & Nature-Based Solutions · Good practice · United Kingdom

Quality score: 27/100

Evidence strength: Cautionary / limited

Summary

Water utilities buy winter cover crops via online reverse auction: 18 farms, 800+ ha, avg GBP 109/ha in
2020/21; ~37–40 t nitrate capture estimated (modelled, not measured).

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 0/3

Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 1/3

Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 1/3

Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3

Governance, certification & transferability 2/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-10-12

Affinity Water and Cambridge Water, with FWAG East and EnTrade — accessed 2026-10-12

Cambridge Water: scheme extended — accessed 2026-10-12

Farmers Weekly: £109/ha — accessed 2026-10-12

FarmingUK: 50% increase target — accessed 2026-10-12
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https://www.cambridge-water.co.uk/news/cover-crop-funding-scheme-to-reduce-nitrate-levels-in-groundwater-extended
https://www.cambridge-water.co.uk/news/cover-crop-funding-scheme-to-reduce-nitrate-levels-in-groundwater-extended
https://www.cambridge-water.co.uk/news/cover-crop-funding-scheme-to-reduce-nitrate-levels-in-groundwater-extended
https://fwi.co.uk/business/farms-paid-109-ha-by-water-companies-to-grow-cover-crops
https://www.farminguk.com/news/farmers-to-target-50-percent-increase-in-nitrate-capture_56128.html

