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Auckland's Urban Ngahere Strategy — A 30%
Canopy Target, With Flat Measured Cover and

Losses on Private Land
PES & Nature-Based Solutions · Good practice · New Zealand

Quality score: 33/100

Evidence strength: Cautionary / limited

Summary

Auckland Council's 2019 Urban Ngahere (urban forest) Strategy targets 30% average canopy across urban
Auckland by 2050, with every local board above 15%. LiDAR surveys show cover flat at about 18% (18.3% in
2013, 18.4% in 2016–18), with losses concentrated on private land.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 1/3

Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 1/3

Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 1/3

Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3

Governance, certification & transferability 2/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-10-18

Auckland Council (with 21 local boards) — accessed 2026-10-18

Auckland Council: Knowing, growing and protecting a flourishing urban forest — accessed 2026-10-18

Knowledge Auckland: Kaip■tiki canopy analysis report 2021 — accessed 2026-10-18

Protecting Auckland's urban trees — accessed 2026-10-18

LGNZ 2021 AGM remits (via Waitomo District Council) — accessed 2026-10-18
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https://ourauckland.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/news/2019/03/knowing-growing-and-protecting-a-flourishing-urban-forest-for-auckland/
https://ourauckland.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/news/2019/03/knowing-growing-and-protecting-a-flourishing-urban-forest-for-auckland/
https://ourauckland.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/news/2019/03/knowing-growing-and-protecting-a-flourishing-urban-forest-for-auckland/
https://www.knowledgeauckland.org.nz/media/2254/kaipātiki-canopy-analysis-report-2021.pdf
https://ourauckland.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/news/2018/2/protecting-auckland-s-urban-trees
https://www.waitomo.govt.nz/media/5mjfot33/lgnz-2021-annual-general-meeting-remits.pdf

