Battir's Hakura Terraces — A 4,000-Year
Water-Sharing Commons on UNESCO's Danger
List (Palestine)

PES & Nature-Based Solutions - Good practice - Palestine, State of

Quiality score: 40/100
Evidence strength: Descriptive / self-reported

Summary

Battir's dry-stone terraces near Bethlehem are fed by the hakura system, a time-shared spring-water rotation
among village families. UNESCO inscribed the 348-hectare landscape as a World Heritage site in 2014 - the
same day it was listed as in danger.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 0/3
Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 1/3
Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 3/3
Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3
Governance, certification & transferability 2/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-21

Battir Village Council / UNESCO World Heritage Centre — accessed 2026-09-21
UNESCO World Heritage listing — accessed 2026-09-21

World Monuments Fund - Ancient Irrigated Terraces of Battir — accessed 2026-09-21
The Ecologist (2014) - Battir accorded World Heritage protection — accessed 2026-09-21
ARTnews (2024) - renewed settlement threat — accessed 2026-09-21
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https://www.wmf.org/monuments/ancient-irrigated-terraces-battir
https://www.wmf.org/monuments/ancient-irrigated-terraces-battir
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1492
https://www.wmf.org/monuments/ancient-irrigated-terraces-battir
https://theecologist.org/2014/jun/25/palestines-battir-terraces-accorded-world-heritage-protection
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/news/unesco-site-threatened-by-planned-israeli-settlement-battir-water-shortages-1234672270/

