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Bhutan's Sustainable Development Fee — A
National Tourism Levy Funding Environmental

and Cultural Conservation
PES & Nature-Based Solutions · Good practice · Bhutan

Quality score: 33/100

Evidence strength: Descriptive / self-reported

Summary

Bhutan charges every tourist a daily Sustainable Development Fee — $200/night from mid-2022, halved to
$100 (adults) from June 2023 — earmarked for environmental conservation, heritage preservation,
healthcare and education.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 1/3

Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 1/3

Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 0/3

Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3

Governance, certification & transferability 3/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-14

Tourism Council of Bhutan / Department of Tourism, Royal Government of Bhutan — accessed 2026-09-14

Bhutan may revise its Sustainable Development Fee if travel picks up (CNBC, 2024) — accessed
2026-09-14

How is Bhutan trying to become a sustainable tourist destination? (World Economic Forum, 2023) —
accessed 2026-09-14

Bhutan Halves Daily Tourism Fee Through September 2027 (TravelAge West) — accessed 2026-09-14
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