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Bitcoin Beach — El Zonte's Community Bitcoin
Economy and Its National Rollback

City Innovation Library · Good practice · El Salvador

Quality score: 48/100

Evidence strength: Descriptive / self-reported

Summary

A surf-town charity in El Salvador built a local bitcoin economy from one 2019 donation, drawing global crypto
tourists and inspiring the national Bitcoin Law — later found weakly adopted nationwide and partly reversed
under IMF terms in 2025.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Evidence of impact / measured results 1/3

Transferability / demonstrated replication 2/3

Scalability 0/3

Sustainability / continuity 1/3

Innovation 3/3

Inclusiveness / equity 1/3

Multi-stakeholder collaboration 2/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-21

Bitcoin Beach (Hope House El Zonte) — accessed 2026-09-21

Bitcoin Beach's Pioneering Circular Economy (CoinDesk) — accessed 2026-09-21

Are Cryptocurrencies Currencies? Bitcoin as Legal Tender in El Salvador (NBER WP 29968) — accessed
2026-09-21

El Salvador's Bitcoin Law Changes To Secure IMF Funding (Forbes, 2025) — accessed 2026-09-21
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