
Evidoria — the Evidence Observatory, by C-NAPSE · evidoria.eu 1

Buena Cabra — Rotational Goat-Grazing
Firebreaks That Held a Chilean Native Forest

Through a Megafire
PES & Nature-Based Solutions · Good practice · Chile

Quality score: 33/100

Evidence strength: Descriptive / self-reported

Summary

Since 2017 a Chilean native-forest reserve has used a rotating goat herd (16, then 150, now about 250) to
graze down flammable understory across roughly 60 hectares; when a 2023 megafire destroyed nearly 70%
of the surrounding municipality, the grazed forest was not penetrated.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 0/3

Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 1/3

Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 1/3

Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 2/3

Governance, certification & transferability 1/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-11

Buena Cabra / Bosques de Chacay (founded by Rocio Cruces and Victor Faundez), with Universidad de
Concepcion — accessed 2026-09-11

VOA News — Chile's Firefighting Goats Protect a Forest From Deadly Blazes — accessed 2026-09-11

BioBioChile — Un curioso grupo de cabras esta previniendo incendios y salvando bosques nativos en el sur
de Chile — accessed 2026-09-11
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