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Business Improvement Districts — Hamburg's
20-Year Model for Self-Funded District

Revitalisation
City Innovation Library · Good practice · Germany

Quality score: 71/100

Evidence strength: Strong

Summary

In 2005 Hamburg became the first German state with a legal Business Improvement District framework.
Property and business owners have since voted to self-tax across 49 districts, investing over €112 million in
street upgrades, lighting, cleaning and marketing citywide.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Evidence of impact / measured results 2/3

Transferability / demonstrated replication 3/3

Scalability 2/3

Sustainability / continuity 2/3

Innovation 2/3

Inclusiveness / equity 1/3

Multi-stakeholder collaboration 3/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-01

Behörde für Stadtentwicklung und Wohnen, Freie und Hansestadt Hamburg, with Handelskammer Hamburg
— accessed 2026-09-01

Handelskammer Hamburg — Alles über BIDs — accessed 2026-09-01

Hamburg.de — 20 Jahre BID Hamburg — accessed 2026-09-01
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https://www.hamburg.de/politik-und-verwaltung/behoerden/behoerde-fuer-stadtentwicklung-und-wohnen/aktuelles/pressemeldungen/20-jahre-bids-1106842
https://www.hamburg.de/politik-und-verwaltung/behoerden/behoerde-fuer-stadtentwicklung-und-wohnen/aktuelles/pressemeldungen/20-jahre-bids-1106842
https://www.handelskammer-hamburg.de/lebenswerte-metropole/handel/bid-allgemein-6739616
https://www.hamburg.de/politik-und-verwaltung/behoerden/behoerde-fuer-stadtentwicklung-und-wohnen/themen/stadtentwicklung/konzepte-und-strategien/business-improvement-districts/20-jahre-bid--1064530

