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Callaghan Innovation — Independent Evaluation
Finds New Zealand's R&D; Grants Move the

Needle on Innovation
City Innovation Library · Good practice · New Zealand

Quality score: 52/100

Evidence strength: Moderate

Summary

A 2017 NZ Productivity Commission study of the R&D-grants; programme delivered through Callaghan
Innovation found grant recipients were ~10 points more likely to launch new-to-market products, and roughly
doubled their probability of patenting.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Evidence of impact / measured results 3/3

Transferability / demonstrated replication 1/3

Scalability 2/3

Sustainability / continuity 3/3

Innovation 1/3

Inclusiveness / equity 0/3

Multi-stakeholder collaboration 1/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-23

Callaghan Innovation — accessed 2026-09-23

New Zealand Productivity Commission Research Note 2017/5 (via NZ Treasury) — accessed 2026-09-23

Callaghan Innovation — official site — accessed 2026-09-23
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