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Canopy Bridges in Playa Hermosa, Guanacaste —
Rope Crossings Linked to a Near-Doubling of a

Costa Rican Howler Monkey Population
PES & Nature-Based Solutions · Good practice · Costa Rica

Quality score: 33/100

Evidence strength: Observational / pre–post

Summary

After a University of Costa Rica primatologist found a howler monkey electrocuted crossing a canopy gap,
her team strung rope bridges over roads and power lines in Playa Hermosa; cameras recorded 76 crossings
within months, and the local howler population nearly doubled by 2021.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 0/3

Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 3/3

Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 0/3

Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3

Governance, certification & transferability 2/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-22

University of Costa Rica (research team led by Inés Azofeifa Rojas) — accessed 2026-09-22

Folia Primatologica (Brill) — Azofeifa Rojas & Gregory 2022, Canopy bridges — accessed 2026-09-22

Mongabay — Swinging to safety: How canopy bridges may save Costa Rica's howlers — accessed
2026-09-22

Tico Times — New Costa Rica Law Requires Wildlife Crossings on Public Infrastructure — accessed
2026-09-22
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