
Evidoria — the Evidence Observatory, by C-NAPSE · evidoria.eu 1

Clare's Law — England and Wales Domestic
Violence Disclosure Scheme (Cautionary Case)

Gender Equality · Good practice · United Kingdom

Quality score: 41/100

Evidence strength: Moderate

Summary

A police scheme letting people ask whether a partner has a violent history, piloted in four areas in 2012–13
and national since March 2014. Take-up is large (100,000+ applications in a decade) but evidence that it
prevents abuse is lacking.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Transferability / replicability 2/3

Impact on gender equality 0/1

Effectiveness 0/1

Efficiency 0/1

Evaluated outcomes 1/1

Sustainability 1/1

Achievement / evidence 1/1

Gender-mainstreaming embedding 0/1

Curator validation 0/1

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-10-09

Home Office / police forces of England and Wales — accessed 2026-10-09

Home Office DVDS assessment (2016) — accessed 2026-10-09

Essex: Clare's Law policy briefing (2025) — accessed 2026-10-09

Duggan & Grace: vulnerabilities in the DVDS — accessed 2026-10-09
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