Cody Rouge Green Stormwater Infrastructure —
Turning Detroit Vacant Lots into Rain Gardens
PES & Nature-Based Solutions - Good practice - United States of America
Quality score: 33/100
Evidence strength: Cautionary / limited

Summary

DWSD and the Detroit Land Bank Authority turned four Cody Rouge vacant lots into bioretention gardens in
2015, each capturing up to 300,000 gallons of stormwater a year underground — DWSD's first land-bank
project, under a $15M NPDES-permit investment (2013-2017).

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 0/3
Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 0/3
Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 3/3
Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3
Governance, certification & transferability 2/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE
Data sources
C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-26

Detroit Water and Sewerage Department (DWSD) & Detroit Land Bank Authority, with University of Michigan
(NEW-GI) — accessed 2026-09-26

Next City: Detroit Vacant Lots Make Room for Green Stormwater Design — accessed 2026-09-26
Bloomberg: Detroit Is Turning Vacant Lots Into Sponges for Stormwater — accessed 2026-09-26
ScienceDirect: Perceptions of Detroit vacant lot greening designs related to depressive symptoms and

household flooding — accessed 2026-09-26

Cite this — Evidoria. Cody Rouge Green Stormwater Infrastructure — Turning Detroit Vacant Lots into Rain Gardens. Persistent
ID: 91749792-d2c8-41f8-904h-aaad7cd096al.
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