Ephrahim v. Pastory (1990) — Tanzania's High
Court Ruling Against Customary Law Barring
Women's Land Inheritance

Gender Equality - Good practice - Tanzania

Quiality score: 37/100
Evidence strength: Cautionary / limited

Summary

Tanzania's High Court struck down Haya customary law barring women from selling inherited clan land,
ruling it unconstitutional and contrary to CEDAW — a landmark precedent that later courts have
inconsistently followed.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Transferability / replicability 1/3
Impact on gender equality 0/1
Effectiveness 0/1
Efficiency 0/1
Evaluated outcomes 1/1
Sustainability 0/1
Achievement / evidence 11
Gender-mainstreaming embedding 0/1
Curator validation 1/1
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