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Greening our City — Sydney's Grant-Funded
One-Million-Tree Programme, Independently

Evaluated With Minimal Biodiversity Gain
PES & Nature-Based Solutions · Good practice · Australia

Quality score: 53/100

Evidence strength: Moderate

Summary

NSW funded councils (AUD 37.5M, 2018–22) to plant one million trees toward a 40% Greater Sydney
canopy goal. An independent evaluation found projected canopy, carbon and stormwater gains but minimal
biodiversity gains and weak baselines.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 2/3

Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 1/3

Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 2/3

Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3

Governance, certification & transferability 3/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-10-25

NSW Department of Planning and Environment / Office of Energy and Climate Change — accessed
2026-10-25

Evaluation executive summary (Office of Energy and Climate Change, 2023) — accessed 2026-10-25

Management response (2024) — accessed 2026-10-25

Greening our City grant 2022 (NSW Planning) — accessed 2026-10-25
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https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/policy-and-legislation/urban-greening
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/policy-and-legislation/urban-greening
https://www.energy.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-01/NSW-2024-Evaluation-Report-Executive-Summary-Greening-our-City.pdf
https://www.energy.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-01/NSW-2024-Evaluation-Management-Response-Greening-our-City.pdf
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/policy-and-legislation/urban-greening/grant-programs/greening-our-city-grant-2022

