IDEA Project — Bangladesh's Government-Run
Startup Seed-Funding and Venture Pipeline

City Innovation Library - Good practice - Bangladesh
Quiality score: 52/100
Evidence strength: Observational / pre—post

Summary

Since 2016, Bangladesh's ICT Division has run the iDEA Project, selecting 400+ startups for seed and equity
funding, disbursing BDT 11.6 crore to 2,329 SMEs by 2025, and seeding Startup Bangladesh Ltd, the
country's first government-backed venture capital fund.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Evidence of impact / measured results 2/3
Transferability / demonstrated replication 2/3
Scalability 2/3
Sustainability / continuity 2/3
Innovation 1/3
Inclusiveness / equity 1/3
Multi-stakeholder collaboration 1/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-11

Bangladesh Computer Council / ICT Division (iDEA Project) — accessed 2026-09-11
iDEA Project — official programme overview — accessed 2026-09-11

Bangladesh Post: ICT Division iDEA fully active in expansion of divisional level startups — accessed
2026-09-11

The Business Standard: Startup Bangladesh gets Tk43cr from ICT division — accessed 2026-09-11
The Financial Express: iDEA Project to provide Tk 430m to Startup Bangladesh Ltd for seed development —
accessed 2026-09-11
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