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IMAGE — South Africa's
Microfinance-Plus-Gender-Training Trial That Cut

Partner Violence by 55% Among Participants
Gender Equality · Good practice · South Africa

Quality score: 74/100

Evidence strength: Strong

Summary

Microloans for poor rural women combined with a gender and HIV curriculum in loan meetings. In a
cluster-randomised trial, participants' partner violence fell 55%, though HIV incidence and unprotected sex
did not change.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Transferability / replicability 2/3

Impact on gender equality 1/1

Effectiveness 0/1

Efficiency 0/1

Evaluated outcomes 1/1

Sustainability 1/1

Achievement / evidence 1/1

Gender-mainstreaming embedding 1/1

Curator validation 1/1

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-10-03

Rural AIDS and Development Action Research Programme (Wits) with the Small Enterprise Foundation —
accessed 2026-10-03

Lancet trial report (Pronyk et al., 2006) — PubMed — accessed 2026-10-03

Small Enterprise Foundation — IMAGE study page — accessed 2026-10-03

Scaled-up IMAGE programme and IPV (PMC) — accessed 2026-10-03
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