Joint Forest Management — India's Devolved
State-Community Forest Co-Management
Programme
PES & Nature-Based Solutions - Good practice - India
Quiality score: 27/100
Evidence strength: Observational / pre—post

Summary

A 1990 India circular launched Joint Forest Management, devolving protection and usufruct rights over
degraded state forest to village committees; it once covered 14M+ hectares, but declining donor funding and
documented elite capture have left many committees defunct.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 0/3
Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 1/3
Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 1/3
Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3
Governance, certification & transferability 2/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE
Data sources
C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-23

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (Government of India) with State Forest Departments —
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International Journal of the Commons — Local elites in JFM in India's Shiwaliks — accessed 2026-09-23
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