Kissimmee River Restoration — Reversing a
Flood-Control Canal Back Into 44 Miles of
Meandering River
PES & Nature-Based Solutions - Good practice - United States of America
Quiality score: 60/100
Evidence strength: Observational / pre—post

Summary

A 50/50 USACE-SFWMD project backfilled 22 miles of the C-38 flood-control canal and re-carved 44 miles of
the Kissimmee River's original meanders, rehydrating nearly 20,000 acres of Florida wetlands and lifting
wading-bird density to 57.9+31.7 birds/km2 by 2014-15.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 0/3
Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 3/3
Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 3/3
Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3
Governance, certification & transferability 3/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-08-27

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers & South Florida Water Management District — accessed 2026-08-27
South Florida Water Management District — Kissimmee River Restoration — accessed 2026-08-27

National Geographic — The Kissimmee River has been brought back to life — accessed 2026-08-27

SFWMD 2016 South Florida Environmental Report, Chapter 9 — Kissimmee River Restoration and Basin
Initiatives — accessed 2026-08-27
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https://nicholasinstitute.duke.edu/sites/default/files/projects/nbs-roadmap/case-studies/SER96468.pdf
https://nicholasinstitute.duke.edu/sites/default/files/projects/nbs-roadmap/case-studies/SER96468.pdf
https://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/kissimmee-river
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/kissimmee-biggest-river-restoration-ever-completed
https://sfer-docs.sfwmd.gov/2016_sfer_final/v1/chapters/v1_ch9.pdf
https://sfer-docs.sfwmd.gov/2016_sfer_final/v1/chapters/v1_ch9.pdf

