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Klamath River Dam Removal — Four Dams
Removed, 360+ River Miles Reopened to Salmon

(USA)
PES & Nature-Based Solutions · Good practice · United States of America

Quality score: 47/100

Evidence strength: Moderate

Summary

Four Klamath dams were removed by 2024; Chinook now pass former dam sites and spawn in Upper Basin
tributaries, with 360+ river miles accessible. Counts differ by source and Keno Dam still limits passage.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 0/3

Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 3/3

Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 2/3

Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3

Governance, certification & transferability 2/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-29

Klamath River Renewal Corporation / California Trout / Yurok, Karuk and Klamath Tribes — accessed
2026-09-29

CalTrout — One year after Klamath dam removal — accessed 2026-09-29

Inside Climate News — 20,000 Salmon Return to the Klamath — accessed 2026-09-29

NOAA Fisheries — Final step in Klamath dam removal — accessed 2026-09-29
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https://caltrout.org/what-we-do/projects/klamath-dams-removal/
https://caltrout.org/what-we-do/projects/klamath-dams-removal/
https://caltrout.org/news/klamath-dam-monitoring-december-2025/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/27082026/salmon-return-to-klamath-river-after-dam-removals/
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/final-step-klamath-river-dam-removal-opens-path-returning-salmon

