Lake Rotorua Incentives Scheme — Buying
Nitrogen Reductions from Landowners (New
Zealand)
PES & Nature-Based Solutions - Good practice - New Zealand
Quality score: 33/100
Evidence strength: Cautionary / limited

Summary

Since 2015 a NZ$40M council/government scheme has bought nitrogen reductions from Lake Rotorua
landowners toward a 320 t/yr cut; the lake is near its TLI 4.2 target, but voluntary uptake has needed farm
purchases.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 0/3
Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 1/3
Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 2/3
Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3
Governance, certification & transferability 2/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-30

Bay of Plenty Regional Council / Rotorua Te Arawa Lakes Programme — accessed 2026-09-30
Rotorua Te Arawa Lakes Programme — Incentives — accessed 2026-09-30

NZ Herald — Council's $7.6m farm purchase — accessed 2026-09-30

Lakes Water Quality Society — Catchment nutrients — accessed 2026-09-30
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https://www.rotorualakes.co.nz/incentives
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