Lake Taupm Nitrogen Cap-and-Trade — Waikato
Regional Council's Water-Quality Trading Scheme

PES & Nature-Based Solutions - Good practice - New Zealand
Quiality score: 47/100
Evidence strength: Quasi-experimental

Summary

Facing rising nitrogen from pastoral farms, Waikato Regional Council capped and allocated tradeable
nitrogen-discharge allowances across Lake Taupm's catchment, backed by an NZ$81.5m public buyout fund.
The scheme met its target: a 20% cut in nitrogen reaching the lake.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 0/3
Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 1/3
Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 3/3
Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3
Governance, certification & transferability 3/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE
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