
Evidoria — the Evidence Observatory, by C-NAPSE · evidoria.eu 1

LIFE to Alvars — Restoring 2,500 Hectares of
Estonia's Rare Limestone Grasslands

PES & Nature-Based Solutions · Good practice · Estonia

Quality score: 47/100

Evidence strength: Observational / pre–post

Summary

The EU LIFE-funded 'LIFE to alvars' project (2014-2019) restored 2,501.5 hectares of Estonia's globally rare
alvar limestone grasslands, engaging about 600 landowners across 25 sites and winning the European
Commission's award for best-ever LIFE Nature project.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 0/3

Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 3/3

Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 1/3

Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3

Governance, certification & transferability 3/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-12

Estonian Environmental Board (Keskkonnaamet) — accessed 2026-09-12

EUROPARC Federation — LIFE to alvars: large-scale semi-natural grassland restoration — accessed
2026-09-12

European Commission LIFE Public Database — LIFE13 NAT/EE/000082 — accessed 2026-09-12

Estonian Environmental Board (Keskkonnaamet) — Estonia's alvar restoration project was chosen as the
best in Europe — accessed 2026-09-12
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6866da62-96cb-4731-a186-5c775ca9bdbc.
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