Lower Saxony Drinking-Water Protection
Cooperations — Abstraction-Charge-Funded
Farmer Payments and Advice Since 1992
(Germany)

PES & Nature-Based Solutions - Good practice - Germany
Quiality score: 40/100
Evidence strength: Moderate

Summary

Groundwater-charge-funded farmer cooperations: 70 cooperations, ~279,000 ha, ~EUR 18m/yr; shallow-well
nitrate 55 - 45 mg/l since 2000, but 36% of sites still exceed 50 mg/I.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 0/3
Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 1/3
Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 2/3
Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3
Governance, certification & transferability 3/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE
Data sources
C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-10-12

NLWKN (Lower Saxony Water Management, Coastal Defence and Nature Conservation Agency) with water
suppliers and farmers — accessed 2026-10-12

NLWKN: Trinkwasserschutzkooperationen in Niedersachsen (Band 57) — accessed 2026-10-12

BfN: Topf & Schweppe-Kraft 2009, PES for water in Germany — accessed 2026-10-12
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