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Maternity Capital — Russia's Cash-for-Births
Policy and Its Gender-Equality Blind Spot

Gender Equality · Good practice · Russia

Quality score: 26/100

Evidence strength: Cautionary / limited

Summary

Since 2007, Russia's 'maternity capital' grant (now ~737,000 rubles) raised long-run fertility by ~0.15 children
per woman, but peer-reviewed and feminist research find it reinforces women's caregiver role, not workplace
equality.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Transferability / replicability 1/3

Impact on gender equality 0/1

Effectiveness 0/1

Efficiency 0/1

Evaluated outcomes 1/1

Sustainability 1/1

Achievement / evidence 0/1

Gender-mainstreaming embedding 0/1

Curator validation 0/1

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-07-17

Pension Fund of Russia (since 2023: Social Fund of Russia) — accessed 2026-07-17

Slonimczyk & Yurko (2014), Labour Economics 30, 265-281 — accessed 2026-07-17

Rivkin-Fish, 'Pronatalism, Gender Politics, and the Renewal of Family Support in Russia', Slavic Review —
accessed 2026-07-17

IZA DP No. 7705 (open-access working paper version) — accessed 2026-07-17

Social Fund of Russia - official Maternity (Family) Capital page — accessed 2026-07-17

Cite this — Evidoria. Maternity Capital — Russia's Cash-for-Births Policy and Its Gender-Equality Blind Spot. Persistent ID:
20af1bc2-a785-4abd-8d56-efe5ffe58f26.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0927537114000232
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0927537114000232
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0927537114000232
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/slavic-review/article/abs/pronatalism-gender-politics-and-the-renewal-of-family-support-in-russia-toward-a-feminist-anthropology-of-maternity-capital/2D799A1868187F85C9928B4399DB9297
https://www.iza.org/publications/dp/7705/assessing-the-impact-of-the-maternity-capital-policy-in-russia-using-a-dynamic-model-of-fertility-and-employment
https://sfr.gov.ru/en/matcap/

