Mauritius Safe City — Nationwide
Facial-Recognition Surveillance Without
Independent Oversight
Al in the Public Sector - Good practice - Mauritius
Quality score: 33/100
Evidence strength: Cautionary / limited

Summary

Mauritius built a nationwide facial-recognition and licence-plate camera network for policing, but an
undisclosed contract, a national-security data exemption, and missing footage in a high-profile murder case
have raised serious accountability doubts.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Evidence of impact / measured public value 1/3
Transparency, fairness & accountability 0/3
Transferability / demonstrated replication 1/3
Scalability beyond pilot 2/3
Governance, capability & sustainability 1/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE
Data sources
C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-06

Mauritius Police Force / Ministry of Defence, Home Affairs and External Communications — accessed
2026-09-06

Huawei case study — accessed 2026-09-06

AfricLaw legal analysis — accessed 2026-09-06

Local news: annual cost disclosure — accessed 2026-09-06
Hoover Institution analysis — accessed 2026-09-06
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https://www.hoover.org/research/trappings-mauritius-safe-city-project
https://www.hoover.org/research/trappings-mauritius-safe-city-project
https://www.huawei.com/en/technology-insights/publications/winwin/ai/nowhere-to-hide
https://africlaw.com/2023/12/04/falling-short-of-expectations-safe-city-project-and-the-unsolved-murder-in-mauritius/
https://newsmoris.com/2025/07/16/mauritius-spends-8-7-million-annually-on-safe-city-camera-program/
https://www.hoover.org/research/trappings-mauritius-safe-city-project

