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Medford Rogue River Temperature Trading —
Riparian Shade Credits Instead of a Cooling Tower

(USA)
PES & Nature-Based Solutions · Good practice · United States of America

Quality score: 33/100

Evidence strength: Cautionary / limited

Summary

Medford bought shade credits from riparian planting on the Rogue River basin to offset warm wastewater
discharge: $6.5M versus $20M+ for a chiller. Credits are modelled; DEQ does not measure site
temperatures.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 0/3

Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 1/3

Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 1/3

Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 1/3

Governance, certification & transferability 2/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-10-24

City of Medford / The Freshwater Trust / Oregon DEQ — accessed 2026-10-24

The Freshwater Trust — Medford milestone (2021) — accessed 2026-10-24

WaterWatch of Oregon — Thermal trading is popular, expensive and unproven (2024) — accessed
2026-10-24

Oregon DEQ — Water quality trading — accessed 2026-10-24

Cite this — Evidoria. Medford Rogue River Temperature Trading — Riparian Shade Credits Instead of a Cooling Tower (USA).
Persistent ID: ca539ab6-7f10-412b-b321-9e1347f3836b.

https://thefreshwatertrust.org/medfordmilestone
https://thefreshwatertrust.org/medfordmilestone
https://thefreshwatertrust.org/medfordmilestone
https://waterwatch.org/oregons-thermal-trading-program-is-popular-its-also-expensive-and-unproven/
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/wqpermits/Pages/Trading.aspx

