MIT's Optimization Algorithm Cuts Boston Public
Schools' Bus Costs by $5 Million
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Summary

MIT Operations Research Center PhD students won Boston Public Schools' 2016 routing challenge; their
algorithm cut 50 buses (about 8% of the fleet), saved up to $5M a year, and was later peer-reviewed in the
journal Interfaces (2020).
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Evidence of learning impact 0/3
Equity & inclusion 0/3
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Scalability & sustainability 3/3
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