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North Carolina's $10 Million Khanmigo Earmark —
A Sole-Source AI Tutoring Contract Cut by 95%

After Evidence Pushback
AI in Education · Good practice · United States of America

Quality score: 20/100

Evidence strength: Cautionary / limited

Summary

A North Carolina bill proposed $10m in recurring, sole-source funding for Khan Academy's Khanmigo AI tutor
without competitive bidding; after educators and AI experts questioned the evidence base, the final 2026
budget cut it to $500k plus a separate $2.5m partnership fund.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Evidence of learning impact 0/3

Equity & inclusion 0/3

Transparency, ethics & data protection 1/3

Teacher capability & pedagogy 1/3

Scalability & sustainability 1/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-25

North Carolina General Assembly / NC Department of Public Instruction / Khan Academy — accessed
2026-09-25

NC Newsline: New NC budget keeps Khanmigo contract, but slashes funding from $10M to $500K —
accessed 2026-09-25

Chalkbeat: Why Sal Khan is rethinking how AI will change schools — accessed 2026-09-25

NC Newsline: NC bill would steer $10 million to Khan Academy for AI tool of debatable value — accessed
2026-09-25
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