OpenET — Free Satellite Water-Use Data Replaces
On-Farm Metering for California's Groundwater
Law
PES & Nature-Based Solutions - Good practice - United States of America

Quality score: 33/100
Evidence strength: Cautionary / limited

Summary

A NASA-USGS-EDF consortium turns Landsat/ECOSTRESS satellite data into free field-level irrigation-use
estimates; since 2023 California's Delta water agencies use it instead of on-farm meters for water-rights
reporting, now expanded to all 48 contiguous US states.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 0/3
Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 0/3
Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 2/3
Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3
Governance, certification & transferability 3/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE
Data sources
C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-24

OpenET Consortium (NASA, USGS, Environmental Defense Fund, Desert Research Institute, California
State University Monterey Bay, Google Earth Engine, HabitatSeven); California Central & South Delta Water
Agencies — accessed 2026-09-24

OpenET — Expands Satellite-Based Water Data Across 48 States — accessed 2026-09-24
OpenET — California Uses Satellite ET Data for Delta Water-Use Reporting — accessed 2026-09-24

Maven's Notebook — OpenET Expands Satellite-Based Water Use Data Across 48 States — accessed
2026-09-24

Environmental Defense Fund — Measuring Irrigated Water Use With Satellites — accessed 2026-09-24
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