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Oregon's Safety at Screening Tool — a
Child-Welfare Risk Algorithm Retired in 2022 After

Its Allegheny Model Showed Racial Disparity
AI in the Public Sector · Good practice · United States of America

Quality score: 27/100

Evidence strength: Cautionary / limited

Summary

Oregon DHS used a risk-score algorithm from 2018 to help hotline workers screen child-neglect reports, and
retired it by June 2022 for a Structured Decision Making model, after reporting on bias in the Allegheny tool
that inspired it.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Evidence of impact / measured public value 0/3

Transparency, fairness & accountability 1/3

Transferability / demonstrated replication 1/3

Scalability beyond pilot 1/3

Governance, capability & sustainability 1/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-10-04

Oregon Department of Human Services — accessed 2026-10-04

NPR / AP: Oregon is dropping an AI tool used in child welfare — accessed 2026-10-04

Willamette Week report — accessed 2026-10-04

PBS NewsHour — accessed 2026-10-04
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