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Palau's Satellite-Based Enforcement of the
National Marine Sanctuary

PES & Nature-Based Solutions · Good practice · Palau

Quality score: 33/100

Evidence strength: Descriptive / self-reported

Summary

Palau's 2015 National Marine Sanctuary Act closed 80% of its ~604,000 km² waters to fishing. A 3-boat
patrol fleet has since relied on satellite vessel-tracking, including a 2015 shark-poaching bust, formalised by
a 2023 Global Fishing Watch data-sharing partnership.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 0/3

Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 2/3

Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 0/3

Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3

Governance, certification & transferability 3/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-14

Palau Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Environment / Global Fishing Watch — accessed 2026-09-14

Global Fishing Watch: Satellite Monitoring Guided a Police Chase — accessed 2026-09-14

Global Fishing Watch & Palau Partnership Announcement (GlobeNewswire) — accessed 2026-09-14

Pew: Palau Releases Plan to Monitor and Enforce National Marine Sanctuary — accessed 2026-09-14
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https://globalfishingwatch.org/impacts/policy-compliance/satellite-monitoring-guided-police-illegal-fishing/
https://globalfishingwatch.org/impacts/policy-compliance/satellite-monitoring-guided-police-illegal-fishing/
https://globalfishingwatch.org/impacts/policy-compliance/satellite-monitoring-guided-police-illegal-fishing/
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2023/09/21/2747413/0/en/Global-Fishing-Watch-and-Palau-Enter-Partnership-to-Enhance-Transparency-in-Fisheries-Sector.html
https://www.pew.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2016/05/13/palau-releases-plan-to-monitor-and-enforce-national-marine-sanctuary

