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PrevBOT — Norway's Police University College
Tests Whether Grooming-Detection AI Can

Lawfully Be Researched, With Mass-Surveillance
Warnings

AI in the Public Sector · Good practice · Norway

Quality score: 33/100

Evidence strength: Cautionary / limited

Summary

The Police University College used Norway's DPA sandbox to ask whether an AI tool to detect online
grooming can lawfully be researched. The 2024 exit report outlined a lawful research route but warned that it
may not cover real use; a study notes mass-surveillance concerns.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Evidence of impact / measured public value 0/3

Transparency, fairness & accountability 2/3

Transferability / demonstrated replication 1/3

Scalability beyond pilot 0/3

Governance, capability & sustainability 2/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-10-11

Norwegian Police University College (PHS) (with Datatilsynet regulatory sandbox for AI) — accessed
2026-10-11

Datatilsynet exit report — accessed 2026-10-11

Paul & Åm, Cambridge Forum on AI: Law and Governance — accessed 2026-10-11

Sunde & Sunde, Conceptualizing an AI-based Police Robot (PrevBOT) — accessed 2026-10-11
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