R (Bridges) v South Wales Police — the Court of
Appeal Ruling That Set Legal Preconditions for
Live Facial Recognition

Al in the Public Sector - Good practice - United Kingdom
Quiality score: 60/100
Evidence strength: Moderate

Summary

Court of Appeal (2020) held South Wales Police's live facial recognition unlawful on three grounds: vague
rules, a flawed impact assessment and no bias checks.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Evidence of impact / measured public value 2/3
Transparency, fairness & accountability 1/3
Transferability / demonstrated replication 3/3
Scalability beyond pilot 1/3
Governance, capability & sustainability 2/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-10-20

South Wales Police / Court of Appeal of England and Wales — accessed 2026-10-20
Inforrm case analysis — accessed 2026-10-20

Simmons & Simmons briefing — accessed 2026-10-20

Panopticon: key points — accessed 2026-10-20
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