Sacred Mijikenda Kaya Forests — Elder-Led
Forest Stewardship, Coastal Kenya
PES & Nature-Based Solutions - Good practice - Kenya
Quiality score: 20/100
Evidence strength: Observational / pre—post

Summary

56 Mijikenda sacred kaya forests on Kenya's coast, governed by councils of elders and inscribed as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2008, protect endemic biodiversity, but recent monitoring shows continued
forest loss at unprotected sites.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 0/3
Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 1/3
Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 0/3
Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3
Governance, certification & transferability 2/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-13

Councils of Elders (Mijikenda) with National Museums of Kenya — accessed 2026-09-13

UNESCO World Heritage Centre: Sacred Mijikenda Kaya Forests — accessed 2026-09-13

PANORAMA Solutions: Integrated protection of the Sacred Mijikenda Kaya Forests — accessed 2026-09-13
Land use and land cover changes in the Mijikenda Kaya sacred forests (2025 study) — accessed

2026-09-13
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