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Sapadores Florestais — Portugal's Salaried
Forest-Fire Fuel-Management Corps

PES & Nature-Based Solutions · Good practice · Portugal

Quality score: 27/100

Evidence strength: Cautionary / limited

Summary

Portugal funds year-round, salaried five-person forest-sapper teams — over 400 nationally, expanding to 500
with 2,500 staff — clearing fuel breaks and mounting first response, each team covering a legally mandated
minimum of 2,500-7,500 hectares.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 0/3

Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 0/3

Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 0/3

Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 2/3

Governance, certification & transferability 2/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-25

Instituto da Conservação da Natureza e das Florestas (ICNF) — accessed 2026-09-25

Portuguese Government press release (Aug 2019) — accessed 2026-09-25

Climate-ADAPT / EEA case study: Portuguese Integrated Rural Fire Management System — accessed
2026-09-25

ForestWise: Programa de Sapadores Florestais — accessed 2026-09-25

Cite this — Evidoria. Sapadores Florestais — Portugal's Salaried Forest-Fire Fuel-Management Corps. Persistent ID:
7dc01240-0fcf-4b9f-b314-4f4459c296b6.

https://www.icnf.pt/florestas/gfr/sapadoresflorestais
https://www.icnf.pt/florestas/gfr/sapadoresflorestais
https://www.portugal.gov.pt/pt/gc21/comunicacao/comunicado?i=governo-abre-concurso-para-40-novas-equipas-de-sapadores-florestais
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/metadata/case-studies/building-a-whole-of-government-fire-governance-the-portuguese-integrated-rural-fire-management-system
https://www.forestwise.pt/en/projects/forest-fire-fighter-programme/

