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Scotland's Community Choices — National
Participatory Budgeting Programme and the 1%

Mainstreaming Target, Evaluated 2016–2018
City Innovation Library · Good practice · United Kingdom

Quality score: 62/100

Evidence strength: Moderate

Summary

Scotland funds councils and community bodies to run participatory budgeting, with a framework agreement
targeting 1% of council budgets by 2021; a 2016-2018 government evaluation found community benefits but
limited early service impact.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Evidence of impact / measured results 2/3

Transferability / demonstrated replication 2/3

Scalability 2/3

Sustainability / continuity 2/3

Innovation 1/3

Inclusiveness / equity 2/3

Multi-stakeholder collaboration 2/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-10-20

Scottish Government / COSLA / PB Scotland — accessed 2026-10-20

Scottish Government — Evaluation of PB activity 2016-2018 — accessed 2026-10-20

PB Scotland — Community Choices 2017/18 report — accessed 2026-10-20

Strathprints — Evaluating PB activity in Scotland — accessed 2026-10-20
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