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Slowing the Flow at Pickering — Natural Flood
Management in the North York Moors (UK)

PES & Nature-Based Solutions · Good practice · United Kingdom

Quality score: 33/100

Evidence strength: Cautionary / limited

Summary

Defra-funded catchment measures (woody debris dams, bunds, tree planting, wetlands) above Pickering, a
town flooded four times in 1999–2007. Modelling estimates annual flood chance fell from about 25% to under
4%.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 0/3

Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 1/3

Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 2/3

Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3

Governance, certification & transferability 2/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-29

Forest Research / Environment Agency / North York Moors National Park Authority / Defra — accessed
2026-09-29

FloodList — SuDS case study: Slowing the Flow in Pickering — accessed 2026-09-29

ePLANETe — Slowing the Flow at Pickering — accessed 2026-09-29
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https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/research/slowing-the-flow-at-pickering/slowing-the-flow-at-pickering-about-the-project
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