South Africa's Women's Budget Initiative —
Parliament-led gender analysis of the national
budget (1995-2000)

Gender Equality - Good practice - South Africa
Quiality score: 78/100
Evidence strength: Observational / pre—post

Summary

In 1995, South African civil-society organisations and women MPs launched the world's first parliamentary
gender-responsive budget analysis, contributing to VAT removal on paraffin (2001) and Gender Budget
Statements, inspiring 40+ countries.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Transferability / replicability 3/3
Impact on gender equality 1/1
Effectiveness 1/1
Efficiency 0/1
Evaluated outcomes 1/1
Sustainability 0/1
Achievement / evidence 11
Gender-mainstreaming embedding 1/1
Curator validation 1/1

Evaluated by C-NAPSE
Data sources
C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-06-23

Community Agency for Social Enquiry (CASE) & Institute for Democracy in South Africa (IDASA) with
Parliament — accessed 2026-06-23

World Bank — Women's Budget Initiative: South Africa — accessed 2026-06-23
IMF Working Paper WP/16/152: Sub-Saharan Africa Gender Budgeting — accessed 2026-06-23

Section27 analysis (2024): Gender inequality and the budget — accessed 2026-06-23

Cite this — Evidoria. South Africa’'s Women's Budget Initiative — Parliament-led gender analysis of the national budget
(1995-2000). Persistent ID: b207e1b8-38f9-48ae-a22b-da43e91ddbdb.

Evidoria — the Evidence Observatory, by C-NAPSE - evidoria.eu


https://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/387121468114545832/Womens-budget-initiative-South-Africa
https://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/387121468114545832/Womens-budget-initiative-South-Africa
https://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/387121468114545832/Womens-budget-initiative-South-Africa
https://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/387121468114545832/Womens-budget-initiative-South-Africa
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/wp/2016/wp16152.pdf
https://section27.org.za/2024/04/there-are-many-avenues-to-address-gender-inequality-the-budget-is-one/

