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The GPT Surprise — Stanford's Code in Place
Randomised Trial of GPT-4 Chat for 5,831

Learners in 146 Countries
AI in Education · Good practice · United States of America

Quality score: 60/100

Evidence strength: Moderate

Summary

In a free online Stanford coding course, randomly offering GPT-4 chat to 3,581 of 5,831 active learners
lowered exam participation, homework and section attendance on average, yet adopters scored better on
exams; participation rose for learners from low-HDI countries.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Evidence of learning impact 2/3

Equity & inclusion 2/3

Transparency, ethics & data protection 2/3

Teacher capability & pedagogy 1/3

Scalability & sustainability 2/3
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Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-10-03

Stanford University — Code in Place — accessed 2026-10-03

Stanford (author-hosted PDF) — The GPT Surprise — accessed 2026-10-03

arXiv — The GPT Surprise (Nie et al.) — accessed 2026-10-03

ACM Digital Library — Learning @ Scale 2025 — accessed 2026-10-03

Cite this — Evidoria. The GPT Surprise — Stanford's Code in Place Randomised Trial of GPT-4 Chat for 5,831 Learners in 146
Countries. Persistent ID: 9c30b0cf-07f7-4c49-864c-a78de4b45fdd.

https://web.stanford.edu/~cpiech/bio/papers/gptsurprise.pdf
https://web.stanford.edu/~cpiech/bio/papers/gptsurprise.pdf
https://web.stanford.edu/~cpiech/bio/papers/gptsurprise.pdf
https://arxiv.org/abs/2407.09975
https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/3698205.3733960

