
Evidoria — the Evidence Observatory, by C-NAPSE · evidoria.eu 1

Tiroler Lech LIFE Projects — Riverbed Widening
on Austria's Last Wild Alpine River

PES & Nature-Based Solutions · Good practice · Austria

Quality score: 40/100

Evidence strength: Moderate

Summary

Two EU LIFE projects widened and re-connected the Lech's gravel riverbed in Tyrol; bedload transport and
gravel-bank birds recovered, though most outcomes are reported without population figures.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 0/3

Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 2/3

Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 2/3

Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3

Governance, certification & transferability 2/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-10-14

Government of Tyrol (Environmental Protection Dept.) with WWF Austria — accessed 2026-10-14

EU LIFE project page (2001–2007) — accessed 2026-10-14

EU LIFE follow-up 'Dynamic River System Lech' — accessed 2026-10-14

EU Mission Adaptation case study — accessed 2026-10-14

Austrian ministry: follow-up LIFE Lech implemented — accessed 2026-10-14
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https://mission-adaptation-portal.ec.europa.eu/stories-0/restoring-wild-river-ecosystems-and-turning-grey-solutions-nature-based-solutions_en
https://mission-adaptation-portal.ec.europa.eu/stories-0/restoring-wild-river-ecosystems-and-turning-grey-solutions-nature-based-solutions_en
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE00-NAT-A-007053/wild-river-landscape-of-the-tyrolean-lech
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE15-NAT-AT-000167/dynamic-river-system-lech
https://mission-adaptation-portal.ec.europa.eu/stories-0/restoring-wild-river-ecosystems-and-turning-grey-solutions-nature-based-solutions_en
https://www.bmluk.gv.at/themen/wasser/wasser-eu-international/eu-foerderprogramme/life-natur/life-projekte_abgeschl/nachfolgeprojekt-life-lech-umgesetzt.html

