Total LandCare—CIMMYT Conservation Agriculture
Partnership — Nkhotakota, Malawi

PES & Nature-Based Solutions - Good practice - Malawi

Quiality score: 47/100
Evidence strength: Moderate

Summary

A CIMMYT-Total LandCare partnership begun in 2005 with just 12 pilot farmers in Nkhotakota district has
scaled to over half of farmers practising conservation agriculture in some areas, with peer-reviewed evidence
of improved soil moisture and structure.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 0/3
Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 1/3
Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 3/3
Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3
Governance, certification & transferability 3/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-08

Total LandCare, with CIMMYT — accessed 2026-09-08

Cambridge Core — sustained adoption of conservation agriculture, Nkhotakota sentinel site — accessed
2026-09-08

PMC — impacts of conservation agriculture on soil structure and hydraulic properties in Malawi — accessed
2026-09-08

Cite this — Evidoria. Total LandCare—CIMMYT Conservation Agriculture Partnership — Nkhotakota, Malawi. Persistent ID:
06bff83c-5ecl-42bd-b9e2-c1f22fe9c70b.

Evidoria — the Evidence Observatory, by C-NAPSE - evidoria.eu


https://www.cimmyt.org/blogs/beyond-handshakes-and-agreements-the-real-work-behind-scaling-conservation-agriculture-in-malawi/
https://www.cimmyt.org/blogs/beyond-handshakes-and-agreements-the-real-work-behind-scaling-conservation-agriculture-in-malawi/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/renewable-agriculture-and-food-systems/article/understanding-sustained-adoption-of-conservation-agriculture-among-smallholder-farmers-insights-from-a-sentinel-site-in-malawi/472DC9ED4A02338D2E26FF8DEB14A9D7
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7233133/

