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Vancouver's Empty Homes Tax — Declared
Vacancies Down 67% (2017–2024), With

Attribution Openly Caveated
City Innovation Library · Good practice · Canada

Quality score: 62/100

Evidence strength: Moderate

Summary

Since 2017 Vancouver taxes vacant homes (1% rising to 3%). Declared vacancies fell from 1,131 (2017) to
787 (2019) and, per the city's 2024 report, by 67% since 2017, though the city cautions the tax's effect is hard
to isolate.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Evidence of impact / measured results 2/3

Transferability / demonstrated replication 2/3

Scalability 2/3

Sustainability / continuity 3/3

Innovation 2/3

Inclusiveness / equity 1/3

Multi-stakeholder collaboration 1/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-10-24

City of Vancouver — accessed 2026-10-24

Global News: Empty Homes Tax results 2019 — accessed 2026-10-24

City of Vancouver: 2024 Empty Homes Tax annual report — accessed 2026-10-24

Castanet: Vacant homes fall below 1,000 — accessed 2026-10-24
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https://vancouver.ca/home-property-development/empty-homes-tax.aspx
https://vancouver.ca/home-property-development/empty-homes-tax.aspx
https://globalnews.ca/news/6523554/empty-homes-tax-results-2019
https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/2024-empty-homes-tax-annual-report.pdf
https://www.castanetkamloops.net/news/Metro-Vancouver/587283/Vacant-homes-in-Vancouver-fall-below-1000-for-first-time-since-empty-homes-tax-launch-in-2017

