Via Verde — Mexico City's Vertical Highway
Gardens (A Governance Cautionary Tale)
PES & Nature-Based Solutions - Good practice - Mexico
Quality score: 7/100
Evidence strength: Cautionary / limited

Summary

Mexico City covered over 1,000 highway columns with vertical gardens funded via roadside advertising from
2016, but a no-bid contract, an undisclosed conflict of interest and no published survival-rate or audit data
make it a governance cautionary case.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 0/3
Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 0/3
Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 0/3
Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3
Governance, certification & transferability 1/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-21

Verde Vertical / Government of Mexico City (Secretaria del Medio Ambiente) — accessed 2026-09-21
Nexos / La Brujula: Via Verde, negocio gris — accessed 2026-09-21

Arena Publica: ¢ Estafa medioambiental en la CDMX? — accessed 2026-09-21

RESET.org: Mexico City's vertical highway gardens — accessed 2026-09-21

Expansion/Obras: Via Verde se implementard en Europa — accessed 2026-09-21
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https://labrujula.nexos.com.mx/via-verde-negocio-gris/
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