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Wallasea Island Wild Coast — Crossrail Spoil
Used to Rebuild Saltmarsh and Mudflat in Essex

PES & Nature-Based Solutions · Good practice · United Kingdom

Quality score: 53/100

Evidence strength: Moderate

Summary

Three million tonnes of London Crossrail tunnel spoil raised farmland before the sea wall was breached in
2015. RSPB reports 650+ ha of lagoon, mudflat, saltmarsh and grassland and a record 38,000 waterbirds in
Dec 2023.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 1/3

Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 3/3

Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 2/3

Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3

Governance, certification & transferability 2/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-10-04

RSPB with Crossrail, Environment Agency and funders — accessed 2026-10-04

RSPB: record bird numbers — accessed 2026-10-04

NbS Knowledge Hub case study — accessed 2026-10-04

HR Wallingford: lessons for managed realignment — accessed 2026-10-04
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https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/news/record-number-of-birds-at-wallasea-island
https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/news/record-number-of-birds-at-wallasea-island
https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/news/record-number-of-birds-at-wallasea-island
https://nbshub.naturebasedsolutionsinitiative.org/casestudy/wallasea-island-wild-coast-restoration-project/
https://eprints.hrwallingford.com/735/1/HRPP418_RSPB_Wallasea_Island_wild_coast_project_-_Lessons_for_designing_managed_realignment_sites.pdf

