Yunesit'in & Xeni Gwet'in Cultural Fire
Stewardship — Reviving Indigenous Burning in
Tsilhgot'in Territory (British Columbia, Canada)

PES & Nature-Based Solutions - Good practice - Canada

Quiality score: 60/100
Evidence strength: Descriptive / self-reported

Summary

Since 2019, the Yunesit'in and Xeni Gwet'in First Nations have revived spring and fall cultural burning across
Tsilhgot'in Territory, British Columbia, training 60+ community members and treating 400+ hectares in 2023
to cut wildfire fuel loads and restore grassland health.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 1/3
Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 2/3
Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 1/3
Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 3/3
Governance, certification & transferability 2/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE
Data sources
C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-12

Yunesit'in Government; Xeni Gwet'in First Nations Government; Gathering Voices Society — accessed
2026-09-12

Gathering Voices Society — Indigenous Fire Stewardship Program — accessed 2026-09-12
The Narwhal — The art of fire: reviving the Indigenous craft of cultural burning — accessed 2026-09-12

Copes-Gerbitz et al. 2021, Ecology and Society — Situating Indigenous knowledge for resilience in
fire-dependent social-ecological systems — accessed 2026-09-12

Copes-Gerbitz et al. 2023, Ecological Applications — Indigenous stewardship and historical mixed-severity
fire regime — accessed 2026-09-12
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