Zambia's National Forest Monitoring System —
Landsat-Based Deforestation Tracking

PES & Nature-Based Solutions - Good practice - Zambia
Quiality score: 27/100
Evidence strength: Cautionary / limited

Summary

Zambia's Forestry Department built a national forest monitoring system with FAO's Open Foris and SEPAL
satellite-processing tools, producing Landsat-based national forest-cover mosaics for 2000, 2010 and 2014
that feed its REDD+ reference level amid some of the world's highest de

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Carbon — sequestration / storage, evidenced 2/3
Biodiversity — conservation / improvement, evidenced 0/3
Water & soil — retention, infiltration, erosion control 0/3
Fire resilience — risk reduction, evidenced 0/3
Governance, certification & transferability 2/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE
Data sources
C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-09-01

Zambia Forestry Department, Ministry of Green Economy and Environment, with FAO and FCPF support —
accessed 2026-09-01

FAOQO: Strengthening National Forest Monitoring Systems for REDD+ (Zambia) — accessed 2026-09-01
UNCCD: ILUA Il Final Report for Zambia — accessed 2026-09-01
Global Forest Watch: Zambia deforestation dashboard — accessed 2026-09-01
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https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/de0267cc-407c-42c3-b6e0-d9510f5519cf/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/de0267cc-407c-42c3-b6e0-d9510f5519cf/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/de0267cc-407c-42c3-b6e0-d9510f5519cf/content
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/prais-legacy/Zambia/2018/annexes/ILUA%20II_Final%20Report_Zambia_19062016.pdf
https://www.globalforestwatch.org/dashboards/country/ZMB/

