Zurich's 'Historic Parking Compromise' (1990s) —
A Downtown Parking Cap Repealed in 2021 and
Defended at the Ballot in 2026

City Innovation Library - Good practice - Switzerland
Quiality score: 43/100
Evidence strength: Moderate

Summary

Zurich fixed downtown parking supply in the 1990s, replacing removed surface spaces with underground
ones. The city repealed it in 2021; voters rejected a 2026 initiative to reinstate a like-for-like rule.

Key dimensions

Dimension Score

Evidence of impact / measured results 1/3
Transferability / demonstrated replication 1/3
Scalability 1/3
Sustainability / continuity 2/3
Innovation 2/3
Inclusiveness / equity 1/3
Multi-stakeholder collaboration 1/3

Evaluated by C-NAPSE

Data sources

C-NAPSE web research — accessed 2026-10-26

City of Zurich (Stadtrat and Gemeinderat) — accessed 2026-10-26

Sidostschweiz: Zurich voters reject parking initiative (14 June 2026) — accessed 2026-10-26
City Monitor: downtown Zurich parking since 1996 — accessed 2026-10-26
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